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After halfheartedly pawing at a smaller one, eagerness overcomes him, and Juana softly urges him to open the
prize catch. Kino howls emotionally, which leads to all the other canoers paddling over to his boat. The factual
descriptions of the beach include the brown algae and the various flora and fauna. Her relationship with Kino
has a strong element of pragmatism made necessary by their poverty and the physical difficulties inherent to
their daily work. Topic Tracking: Family 2 In the shadowy water he sees a large shell sitting alone and as he
approaches it; the shell closes, but not before he catches a glimmer within it. Not wanting to press their luck,
Juana and Kino ignore the large oyster for a moment but Kino soon opens it with his knife and they discover a
large, perfect pearl. He quickly pulls the oyster away and surfaces to the boat where Juana can sense an air of
excitement as Kino climbs into the boat. Kino places his diving rock and ropes in the canoe. As in the first
chapter, this one also begins by describing some aspect of the town. The canoe is his legacy, along with the
ancient songs, and he is proud of it. Kino dives to the bottom with the help of a heavy rock. He is wary of
getting his hopes up because "[i]n this Gulf of uncertain light, there were more illusions than realities. In the
hands of Kino, the simple and primitive man, the pearl is a force for great good, but when the pearl becomes
known to the more civilized world, it will then become a force for evil. Note the descriptions of the pearl. The
canoe is old, bought by Kino's grandfather, and is the source of food for Kino. Finding one is an accident,
simply good luck from God. He isn't certain of what he saw within the oyster -- it could have been little more
than a reflection of light. Nevertheless, Kino immediately realizes that he has found an impressive pearl when
he finds the oyster during his dive, leaving this large oyster as the final one to be opened. The natural setting
of the Gulf is an important character throughout the novel. They are often slanted against the church or society
or, as in this chapter, they provide a bit of factual information about how the oyster forms a pearl. Kino makes
a dive to collect oysters, while Juana stays in the canoe, praying for luck. Also on the beach are dogs and pigs
that search for dead fish and birds to eat. Steinbeck even bolsters the idea of fortuitous chance by juxtaposing
the discovery of the pearl with Juana's realization that Coyotito has been cured, thus linking these two events,
both of which provide great hope for Kino and Juana. As he collects oysters, he suddenly spots one that is
larger than all the others, lying in a very isolated spot. Just before Kino reaches the point where he must return
to the surface for air, however, he sees a large oyster with a reflective flash inside. The great consequence of
this pearl is immediately tangible. Kino lays his blanket in its bow. Pearls, we are told, are made when a grain
of sand irritates the inside of the oyster; the oyster simply coats the foreign body with layer after layer, which
over time builds up a pearl. When a grain of sand begins to irritate the oyster's inner folds of muscle, it emits a
layer of secretion which surrounds the grain of sand and this emission, once started, continues until there is a
great pearl. The canoes become representative of the continuance of the primitive family, since each family
has a canoe that has been a part of the family for generations.


