
HOW TO WRITE A QUERY LETTER FOR CHILDRENS BOOKS

It is hard to write a good query letter, especially when you're starting out. I don't know anyone who really likes writing
queries, and most agree.

Good writing is so much about Showing vs. Your query needs to grab the editor's interest. Is there a set
formula for writing a query and organizing the information? No first names, no nicknames. Who will buy this
book? This post applies to both editor and agent query letters. Except for your signature. Introduction can be
switched in sequence with Pitch and Pitch Part II This is usually a couple of sentences that explain how you
know the editor or agent and what you want to share with themâ€¦ Examples I attended the SCBWI conference
in Los Angeles, and I wanted to thank you for your invitation to send picture book submissions your way. I
have to be clear. Then just paste the picture book manuscript. If you have used clipart or fancy stationary
either e-stationary or the paper kind get rid of itâ€”simple and professional is best. Try to aim for three
sentences for the pitch. You query needs to sell three things -- your story, your writing talent, and yourself.
Intro Make sure you specifically address the agent you are querying use Mr. Ask writer friends if they have
had dealings with any of these editors, and know their style. The handout includes a query letter template on
the second page. Some editors want a "just the facts, ma'am" approach. While everyone has different opinions
on what a query letter is and what it looks like, I will summarize what I do. Too much self-appraisal. Hit the
high points upon which the action is based. Do not ask for feedback or critique, please. Her debut book, A
Smidgen of Sky, went on to sell to Harcourt and hits shelves this fall. Pa is a shrimper and works at sea many
days at a time. Click the webinar titles to learn more and register for each class. If you have a special degree,
or a skill that makes you the perfect author for the subject of your book, include that. Use good stationery with
your name, address, phone number and email printed at the top. Research First 1 -- Research the publishers
and editors where you plan to submit. Following is a successful query for a middle-grade novel that led to me
first requesting this full manuscript and later signing on to represent the author, Dianna Dorisi Winget.
Melanie is completely right. Max two to three short sentences if you have something worth saying. For
e-queries, simply begin with the greeting. Not sharpie. The method I use is pretty common. If you have
nothing decent to go with, I would recommend you leave out the intro and start with your pitch. Amybell
Kincaid, age 12, who lives on Bayou of the Swans, takes on the responsibility of saving herself and her 2
siblings from social workers who want to send them to foster care because they are home alone much of the
time. As a book editor , I work on everything from queries and book proposals to complete novel and memoir
manuscripts. If you do send to more than one publisher at a time, you should mention this fact at the end of
your query. Not enough revision. Have fun! Think of it like a book jacket blurbâ€”you want to entice the agent
to read your story. If you find you have a more involved question that will benefit from you reading your work
ahead of time, please feel free to book a paid consultation using my calendar. Easy to understand, right?
Because the point of a query letter is to give the agent or publisher a quick rundown on your idea, describe
how it fits into the marketplace, and show some indication of your ability to write the book and help promote
it. Good for you! If not, just dive right in and start telling me about your novel.


