
THE MORALS IN MACBETH

As you can see above, it's possible to read Macbeth simply as a study of ambition and decide that its moral is "don't be
ambitious" or "don't act on your ambition".

Macbeth, in contrast, craves darkness to hide his sinister thoughts and actions, foreshadowing his corrupt
reign. The audience cannot help but empathise with Macbeth and his struggle with his issues of conscience,
whilst still recognising that he is governed by some semblance of right and wrong, despite the poor choices he
has made. At the same time, however, the audience cannot help noticing that women are also sources of
violence and evil. With many dastardly deeds he achieves the position of king, although he becomes a tyrant
in the eyes of his people after they discover his wrongdoings. We continue to see modern leadership being
morally corrupted by excessive hunger for power; business men and woman, politicians, religious leaders and
sports people. To begin, Macbeth loses his sense of integrity slowly throughout the play until he has none
remaining. The uncontrolled ambition of Lady Macbeth that made her become evil and the deep regret that she
had after the evil act was committed show that everyone has a good and an evil sides. The playwright uses the
decline of Macbeth and his wife, two of the central characters in the play, following their regicide to
repeatedly warn his contemporary and future audiences about the dangers of committing immoral deeds and
their devastating consequences. Shakespeare uses the idea of Karma, that all of your actions will have equal
repercussions, to highlight that leaders who are ruthless and treat their people and country badly will suffer the
terrible consequence of being hated and eventually betrayed. Her areas of interests include literature, language,
linguistics and also food. These half-truths that seemingly promise success for Macbeth cause him to become
arrogant and complacent in his role as King, which essentially leads to his downfall. Hide your fires! His wife
also agrees to his plan. Theatre was a major social event that not only brought society together but also taught
the audience, regardless of their social class, how to behave in order for society to maintain its moral order.
Shakespeare manipulates these features of a tragedy to evoke audience interest leaving responders with
insightful thoughts about human nature such as the dangers of vaulting ambition, the fragility of human
morality and the temptation of deviation from the natural order. The witches predict that Macbeth will become
the Thane of Cawdor and ultimately become the king of Scotland. She commits suicide. But his unchecked
ambition does not allow him to wait idly. Therefore, his ambition proves out to be his fatal flaw. King Duncan
is always referred to as a great King: he is generous, benevolent and humble and as a result, Scotland
flourishes under his rule. No one is one hundred percent good or bad, but everyone has a good and evil sides
that can be controlled if the distinction between right and wrong is made. At the end of the play, Macbeth has
achieved all he wanted, but has nothing. She has strayed from her naturally assigned gender role which has
upset the Great Chain of Being. How easy is it then! Just after hearing these prophecies, Macbeth receives the
news that he has been conferred the title of Thane of Cawdor. Another nobleman called Macduff discovers the
body, and Macbeth kills the innocent guards insisting that their blood smeared daggers are proof that they
have committed the murder. Lady Macbeth, on the other hand, pursues her goals with greater determination,
yet she is less capable of withstanding the repercussions of her immoral acts. In each case, ambitionâ€”helped,
of course, by the malign prophecies of the witchesâ€”is what drives the couple to ever more terrible atrocities.
Meanwhile, Duncan the king of Scotland decides that he will confer the title of Cawdor on heroic Macbeth.
Whether because of the constraints of her society or because she is not fearless enough to kill, Lady Macbeth
relies on deception and manipulation rather than violence to achieve her ends. The differences in the reign of
Duncan and Macbeth and the effects both rulers have on the political and natural world stress the importance
of moral leadership for a nation and society to thrive. Most important, the king must be loyal to Scotland
above his own interests. This play is set in medieval Scotland and dramatizes concepts such as ambition,
power, greed, deception and treachery. On the literal level, Shakespeare juxtaposes the good-hearted
personality and morals of Duncan with the ruthlessness of Macbeth and metaphorically, the playwright
associates King Duncan with light, goodness and above all, transparency in his rule. Their understanding of
manhood allows the political order depicted in the play to descend into chaos.


