
HOW TO WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT

Defining the Thesis Statement. What is a thesis statement? Every paper you write should have a main point, a main
idea, or central message. The argument(s).

Once you have a working thesis, write it down. A thesis is the result of a lengthy thinking process. Answer:
Other questions on this topic could be: 1. How can you use the semicolon? Also, you should run your thesis
statement past the "What's in it for me? Good It's worth reiterating that a strong thesis statement is specific.
Why are politicians paid so much? Defining the Thesis Statement What is a thesis statement? Otherwiseâ€¦
why would your point matter? A thesis statement must show your conclusions in regard to a subject. In the
above persuasive thesis, you can see my opinion about Narnia followed by three clear reasons. Expressing an
opinion. It merely reports a statistic instead of making an assertion. That type of thesis is a long, well-written
paper that takes years to piece together. When developing your one-sentence thesis statement, it is important
for you to be: specific, specific, specific. What happens to them that causes you to take this stance? Do it a
couple of times, reducing and compressing your summary more and more, and finally what is left will be the
main idea of your essay. Bad: All retirees should relocate to Florida. If your thesis and the body of your essay
do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. The more you know, the more supporting arguments
you can find for the thesis. Your thesis statement should be as clear and specific as possible. Decide what the
purpose of your paper is, and it can be later developed into a thesis statement. Check out our handout on
understanding assignments for more information. Readers will be interested in reading the rest of the essay to
see how you support your point. A thesis statement is a sentence or two that clearly introduces the main point
of your piece of writing, its central message. In this way you will tell your reader why your take on the issue
matters. Readers are used to finding theses there, so they automatically pay more attention when they read the
last sentence of your introduction. This thesis is perfect for setting up a tidy five-paragraph essay. Figuring out
the why to one or more of these questions, or to related questions, will put you on the path to developing a
working thesis. How long does it need to be? Second, many causes and effects is vague. Is my thesis statement
specific enough? Steps in Constructing a Thesis First, analyze your primary sources. Remember, always
reassess and revise your writing as necessary. Instead, it simply indicates a general subject. Anticipate the
counterarguments. Start with a tentative thesis and revise as your paper develops. For example, a political
observer might believe that Dukakis lost because he suffered from a "soft-on-crime" image.


