
WRITING AND EDITING FOR KIDS

Revising and editing are two important parts of the writing process, but they can be tricky for children (and even adults)
to understand. Editing involves reviewing spelling, punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure, and grammar, and
correcting any mistakes.

Resources Graham, S. I treat my young writer the same. Ask if ideas are repeated in the same paragraph.
Reading one sentence at a time encourages general editing. Do I capitalize proper nouns, like the names of
people, pets, and places? Example: To build a kite, you will need tissue paper, string, glue, scissors, and 4
straws. Our goal has been to SHOW you some simple ways that you can teach writing to your childâ€¦from
brainstorming a topic and now, to editing. This is especially effective with elementary-age kids who feel
anxious about marking up the original. Will others understand what you wrote? Cite It In Citations are vital in
your children's essay work, especially as they get older and start preparing for college. Here are just a few tips
and tricks you can try. I divided it up into two days. To download the cards for free, click on the image below.
Use real texts and have students use the concept in their own, real writing. Teach editing skills in context.
Want to give your young writer some revising practice? Having the child print or type a neat final copy that
you then have him or her illustrate, turn into a book, or hang on the wall will show a child the importance of
revising and editing to create his or her best work. Surprise, surprise! Using a revising and editing table in my
classroom made a HUGE difference for my students â€” they were much more likely to find and correct
mistakes in their work! A fun, visual way to recognize students for using good editing skills is to use
Conventions Cards. During self-editing , a writer reads and re-reads his rough draft. Kids forget things easily,
but if we support them with visual tools, they will be more likely to use the skills we teach them. Use a
document camera to enlarge the text so that students can see it clearly.


