
GCSE ENGLISH ESSAY HELP

Read our guide to help you with your essay writing in exams and coursework. There is no one correct answer to
questions on English Literature, just well.

Why on earth have they included that quote, when this one would clearly have been a much better choice,
leading to some fantastic analysis? There is no one correct answer to questions on English Literature, just well
explored and explained ones. Not asking for much, then. How does it add to the atmosphere? So, I set about
finding a way to teach my students to write better introductions. Used quotations from your chosen text s? I
felt the benefits for doing this were two-fold. They need to signpost their essay making strong connections in
the extract or whole text. Answer the question It sounds obvious, but it's so easy to forget the question and
write the essay you did in the mock. How does this add to overall meaning? Try to begin by addressing the
question straight away. By reducing the introduction to two critical sentences, my students were able to write a
focused start to their essay, which also provided a shape and a direction that they could follow for the rest of
their analysis, helping them to access the higher mark bands. Conclusion At the end, try to draw all the strands
of your various points together. Brevity is key To support this development, I taught the students that their
introductions would consist of two sentences for the prose and drama texts. For a C you need to structure your
answer to the question, use details effectively to back up your ideas and make some appropriate comment on
the meaning of the texts. Some need context, some are a comparison, and so on. However, the only way
students will be able to write articulate essays is if they know the text inside out. Three sentences. She tweets
MsMaster13 Want to keep up with the latest education news and opinion? For a D you need to answer the
question and explain your ideas with some supporting quotations from the text. Good essay practice should
include:- Planning Make sure you write a brief plan for your answer. Does it change the way characters think
or feel? In your plan you should identify very clearly around six distinct points you intend to make and the
specific parts of the text that you intend to examine in some detail. When you make a point, refer to the text
and give an example to back up what you say. Be creative Remember you do not have to agree with other
people's points of view about literature. Now we just need to work on saying what they said. And teaching
how to write effective introductions helps pupils not only to focus the start of the essay, but also to shape the
direction and their ideas for the rest of their response. Students need to consider the question, character or
theme, at all times. Students need to understand tier two language; how to write about it and how to analyse it.
Next time, conclusions. Thinking beyond the text While these introductions technically introduced the focus
of the students' essays, they were frequently little more than a rephrasing of the essay question. And the
biggest problem was the introduction. As you go through extracts in the last lesson on Friday afternoon, you
ask carefully crafted questions, and note with satisfaction how students shoot their hands up in a flash, like
Barry Allen on the run.


