
PUCK MIDSUMMER S NIGHT DREAM

Puck. Though there is little character development in A Midsummer Night's Dream and no true protagonist, critics
generally point to Puck as the most important.

After transforming Bottom's head into that of an "ass," he gleefully declares "My mistress with a monster is in
love" 3. He continues to blame the lovers ' behavior on their own foolishness. Shakespeare was the greatest
writer of all time. All a Dream? Puck is not the most mindful of fairies. I jest to Oberon and make him smile
When I a fat and bean-fed horse beguile, Neighing in likeness of a filly foal: And sometime lurk I in a gossip's
bowl, In very likeness of a roasted crab, And when she drinks, against her lips I bob And on her wither'd
dewlap pour the ale. Later, Theseus turns to Philostrate for his entertaining options: Say, what abridgement
have you for this evening, What masque, what music? Unlike Oberon who genuinely tries to create human
happiness, Puck seems indifferent to human suffering. At one point, he brags that he often pretends to be a
stool and then disappears so that old ladies will land on their "bum[s]" 2. Similarly, love not only is
imaginative, but also can make people get confused just like dream. It is interesting to consider that Puck is
regularly thought to be a male character based solely on his actions and attitudes during the play. Those that
Hobgoblin call you and sweet Puck, You do their work, and they shall have good luck: Are not you he? Puck
never really accepts responsibility for the mistakeâ€”made without malice, but his error nonetheless. Oberon is
jealous of Titania's fondness for her Indian slave boy. The Heart and Soul of the Play Puck loves a good
practical joke more than anything else. Also known as Robin Goodfellow, Puck would have been familiar to a
sixteenth-century English audience, who would have recognized him as a common household spirit also often
associated with travelers. Both plays deal with the difference between reality and the semblance of reality and
the madness that can occur if we confuse the two. In Elizabethan folklore, Puck a. Robin Goodfellow is a
household sprite who, depending on his mood, plays annoying tricks on people or helps them out with their
chores. For example, Oberon sends Puck to fetch a love potion to use it on the Athenian lovers to stop them
bickering. This time he successfully smears the love potion on Lysander's eyes, who falls back in love with
Hermia. Eventually, the position involved determining which plays could be performed on public stages. I am
that merry wanderer of the night. It is also worth pondering how it would affect the play's dynamic and its
outcome if Puck were cast as a female fairy. Although usually played by a male actor, it's worth noting that
nowhere in the play is the audience told whether Puck is male or female and there are no gendered pronouns
used to reference Puck. Thou rememberest Since once I sat upon a promontory, And heard a mermaid on a
dolphin's back Uttering such dulcet and harmonious breath That the rude sea grew civil at her song And
certain stars shot madly from their spheres, To hear the sea-maid's music. He lectured for six years on theater
studies at Stratford-upon-Avon College in the U. Puck is sent to fetch a flower that, having been struck by
Cupid 's arrows, now has the power to induce love in anyone who drinks its juices. How shall we beguile The
lazy time if not with some delight? He mistakenly administers the charm to the sleeping Lysander instead of
Demetrius. Lysander clearly stated loves situation when he told Hermia "the course of true love never did run
smooth" Griffiths  Later in the play, Oberon sends Puck out to fix his mistake. My gentle Puck, come hither.
Midsummer Night's Dream focuses on imagination and escape, while As You like It focuses on reality and
self discovery. Lord, what fools these mortals be! Puck, a fairy servant and friend of Oberon, watches six
Athenian men practice a play to be performed for Theseus' wedding in the forest.


