
AN ANALYSIS OF THE EPIC POEM BEOWULF

Free Essay: Social Codes in Beowulf In reading Beowulf, one cannot help noticing the abundance of references to
weapons and armor throughout the text.

In the second part, Beowulf , the aging but still heroic warrior, is contrasted with his young follower, Wiglaf.
Several qualities like courage, respect, and strength can define heroism. Hrothgar welcomes the arrival of the
Geats, hoping that Beowulf will live up to his reputation. When challenging Grendel's mother, her immense
strength and the fact that Beowulf was hours below the surface of the water hindered his fighting ability. It is
significant that his three battles are not against men, which would entail the retaliation of the blood feud , but
against evil monsters, enemies of the whole community and of civilization itself. The epic poem Beowulf
describes the most heroic man of the Anglo-Saxon times. Beyond the six elements of the epic poem which are
present, Beowulf presents a unique structure that is divided into three main parts. He then grapples with
Beowulf, whose powerful grip he cannot escape. Old English is a heavily accented language, so different from
modern English as to appear almost unrecognizable, and its poetry is known for its emphasis on alliteration
and rhythm. The poet also sometimes shifts the point of view in the midst of an action in order to offer
multiple perspectives for example, to show the reactions of the warriors who are looking on as an audience in
almost every battle. Many passages involving weapons and armor contain important messages that the author
is trying to convey. A quote that describes this is, " The next day is one of rejoicing in Heorot. There is no
evidence of a historical Beowulf, but some characters, sites, and events in the poem can be historically
verified. Beowulf"s boastfulness may not be the most convincing heroic trait, but it certainly was important to
the people of his time. The Danes and Geats prepare a great feast in celebration of the death of the monsters
and the next morning the Geats hurry to their boat, anxious to begin the trip home. Beowulf hears that king
Hrothgar is having trouble and immediately comes to help with no questions asked. He is a true hero by
honoring his country and exerting his power and strength to protect others. Beowulf often displays cunning
and craftiness in dealing with others. It is one of the most important works of Anglo-Saxon literature, and has
been the subject of much scholarly study, theory, speculation and discourse. During the night Grendel comes
from the moors, tears open the heavy doors, and devours one of the sleeping Geats. Beginning with Grendel,
Beowulf begins his heroic journey by purging the kingdom from this horrible nuisance. The Danish king
Hrothgar is perhaps the most human character in the poem, and the person with whom it may be easiest for us
to identify. The ethical values are manifestly the Germanic code of loyalty to chief and tribe and vengeance to
enemies. The poem did not appear in print until  In Beowulf, all of society's evil men can be personified within
the demons of Cain. Beowulf"s traits of boastfulness, bravery and amazing strength are the proof of his
heroism. Show More We have essays on the following topics that may be of interest to you. Some people say
that being evil is inherent in every human. In Anglo-Saxon society, the ideal hero does not seek money or
treasure, but instead pursues his achievement. After Beowulf dies, Wiglaf admonishes the troops who deserted
their leader while he was fighting against the dragon, telling them that they have been untrue to the standards
of bravery, courage and loyalty that Beowulf has taught. It also functions as a kind of history, blending past,
present, and future in a unique, all-encompassing way. This structure does a great deal for the overall function
of the epic. The monster Grendel is an extreme example of evil and corruption, possessing no human feelings
except hatred and bitterness toward mankind. These passages involve the choice to use or refrain from using
arms, the practice of disarming oneself upon entering another's home, and the idea of a man's worth being
measured by his weapons Beowulf gives his life for his people, thus being celebrated for years to come.
Before retiring for the night, Hrothgar promises Beowulf great treasures if he meets with success against the
monster. Occasionally, the poet breaks his objective tone to offer a moral judgment on one of his characters,
although for the most part he lets the actions of the characters speak for themselves. It fell Bravery is a very
admirable characteristic that few people possess If this is true, then writing may be the ultimate way of
releasing hatred of the world without hurting anyone.


