
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF RENAISSANCE

Introduction to the Renaissance. The Renaissance was a Describe the influences of the Renaissance and historical
perspectives by modern-day writers .

Though availability of paper and the invention of metal movable type sped the dissemination of ideas from the
later 15th century, the changes of the Renaissance were not uniformly experienced across Europe. The wealth
such business brought to Italy meant large public and private artistic projects could be commissioned and
individuals had more leisure time for study. June Coluccio Salutati In stark contrast to the High Middle Ages ,
when Latin scholars focused almost entirely on studying Greek and Arabic works of natural science,
philosophy and mathematics, [28] Renaissance scholars were most interested in recovering and studying Latin
and Greek literary, historical, and oratorical texts. The intellectual stimulation provided by humanists helped
spark the Reformation , from which, however, many humanists, including Erasmus, recoiled. Venice was
Europe's gateway to trade with the East, and a producer of fine glass , while Florence was a capital of textiles.
Formal meetings of elected representatives were suspended during the height of the epidemic due to the
chaotic conditions in the city, but a small group of officials was appointed to conduct the affairs of the city,
which ensured continuity of government. Cultural, Political, and Intellectual Influences As a cultural
movement, the Renaissance encompassed the innovative flowering of Latin and vernacular literatures,
beginning with the 14th-century resurgence of learning based on classical sources, which contemporaries
credited to Petrarch; the development of linear perspective and other techniques of rendering a more natural
reality in painting; and gradual but widespread educational reform. Luther questioned many of the practices of
the church and whether they aligned with the teachings of the Bible. Some historians have postulated that
Florence was the birthplace of the Renaissance as a result of luck, i. Arab logicians had inherited Greek ideas
after they had invaded and conquered Egypt and the Levant. Linked to this was anti-monarchical thinking,
represented in the famous early Renaissance fresco cycle Allegory of Good and Bad Government in Siena by
Ambrogio Lorenzetti painted â€” , whose strong message is about the virtues of fairness, justice,
republicanism and good administration. However, a subtle shift took place in the way that intellectuals
approached religion that was reflected in many other areas of cultural life. Scientific discoveries led to major
shifts in thinking: Galileo and Descartes presented a new view of astrology and mathematics, while
Copernicus proposed that the Sun, not the Earth, was the center of the solar system. Holding both Church and
Empire at bay, these city republics were devoted to notions of liberty. In addition to studying classical Latin
and Greek, Renaissance authors also began increasingly to use vernacular languages; combined with the
introduction of printing , this would allow many more people access to books, especially the Bible. Instead, it
was divided into smaller city states and territories: the Kingdom of Naples controlled the south, the Republic
of Florence and the Papal States at the center, the Milanese and the Genoese to the north and west
respectively, and the Venetians to the east. For instance, artists like da Vinci incorporated scientific principles,
such as anatomy into their work, so they could recreate the human body with extraordinary precision. Spanish,
French and German invaders battling for Italian territories caused disruption and instability in the region. The
Renaissance Introduction to the Renaissance The Renaissance was a cultural movement that began in Italy in
the 14th century, and spread to the rest of Europe during the 15th and 16th centuries. Furthermore, in , the
Council of Trent established the Roman Inquisition , which made humanism and any views that challenged the
Catholic church an act of heresy punishable by death. First, it took human nature in all of its various
manifestations and achievements as its subject. Accordingly, several theories have been put forward to explain
its origins. Many have emphasized the role played by the Medici , a banking family and later ducal ruling
house , in patronizing and stimulating the arts. Yet it remains much debated why the Renaissance began in
Italy, and why it began when it did. Renaissance art was characterized by realism and naturalism.


