
AN ANALYSIS OF THE PHILOSOPHIES OF SOCRATES

Throughout the text, a Greek philosopher named Socrates engages in several discussions to better understand the
world (and the people.

The term is sometimes used to suggest that, while Socrates cared about ethics, the Presocratic philosophers did
not. The Stoics took themselves to be authentically Socratic, especially in defending the unqualified restriction
of ethical goodness to ethical excellence, the conception of ethical excellence as a kind of knowledge, a life
not requiring any bodily or external advantage nor ruined by any bodily disadvantage, and the necessity and
sufficiency of ethical excellence for complete happiness. As such, it requires knowledge. The elenchus on this
interpretation can and does have positive results. It is, however, possible that the Socrates of Plato's Republic
is colored by Plato's own views. The Apology professes to be a record of the actual speech Socrates delivered
in his own defense at the trial. It is now customary to refer to the principal written accusation on the deposition
submitted to the Athenian court as an accusation of impiety, or unholiness. While it might seem that Socrates
is equivocating between knowingly and willingly, a look at Gorgias ae helps clarify his thesis. And at Gorgias
a-c Socrates suggests that the virtuous person, acting in accordance with wisdom, attains happiness cf. The
strangeness of this behavior is mitigated by the image then current of teachers and students: teachers were
viewed as pitchers pouring their contents into the empty cups that were the students. During Socrates' life,
Athens was going through a dramatic transition from hegemony in the classical world to its decline after a
humiliating defeat by Sparta in the Peloponnesian War. Thus, what had seemed comical a quarter century
earlier, Socrates hanging in a basket on-stage, talking nonsense, was ominous in memory by then. At the time,
Roman religion was centered on gods and the interpretation of why things were the way they were. Alcibiades
is typically portrayed as a wandering soul Alcibiades I c-d , not committed to any one consistent way of life or
definition of justice. Following this, in submitting to the higher authority of the soul, appetite would submit to
spirit, and spirit would submit to reason. A science that does not, as now, the phenomena of the outside world:
Socrates takes the same stance against the theorists of nature that have no sense of humanity â€” and,
moreover, against the sophists who do not, conversely, the meaning of science. Generally, Hegel finds in
Socrates a skepticism that renders ordinary or immediate knowledge confused and insecure, in need of
reflective certainty which only consciousness can bring  Socrates argued that moral excellence was more a
matter of divine bequest than parental nurture. Socrates instead seemed to have a conception of the divine as
always benevolent, truthful, authoritative, and wise. The Unexamined Life After the jury has convicted
Socrates and sentenced him to death, he makes one of the most famous proclamations in the history of
philosophy. To those who do not seek the Good, requiescat in peace; may you rest easy in your resistance, and
may your chains be the physicality you so longed for. Nothing of the sort was possible for Socrates, so it
remained for Plato to be assigned all the positive doctrines that could be extracted from the dialogues. In
accordance with Athenian custom, Socrates was open about his physical attraction to young men, though he
always subordinated his physical desire for them to his desire that they improve the condition of their souls.
Euthydemus ea. The god who speaks through the oracle, he says, is truly wise, whereas human wisdom is
worth little or nothing Apology 23a. Rather, he spent his days in the agora the Athenian marketplace , asking
questions of those who would speak with him. The fourth and final claim Aristotle makes about Socrates itself
has two parts. Indeed, in the Letter to Menoeceus, Epicurus explicitly argues against pursuing this sort of
pleasure  While many of his fellow citizens found considerable evidence against Socrates, there was also
historical evidence in addition to his military service for the case that he was not just a passive but an active
supporter of the democracy. Socrates was exophthalmic, meaning that his eyes bulged out of his head and
were not straight but focused sideways. In the Symposium, Socrates credits his speech on the philosophic path
to his teacher, the priestess Diotima , who is not even sure if Socrates is capable of reaching the highest
mysteries. Because of his insistence on repeated inquiry, Socrates has refined his convictions such that he can
both hold particular views about justice while maintaining that he does not know the complete nature of
justice. Prose sources Plato, Xenophon, and Aristotle are the main sources for the historical Socrates; however,
Xenophon and Plato were students of Socrates, and they may idealize him; however, they wrote the only
extended descriptions of Socrates that have come down to us in their complete form. Things like beauty,
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strength, and health benefit human beings, but can also harm them if they are not accompanied by knowledge
or wisdom. Perhaps surprisingly, Socrates claims to have been deeply influenced by two women besides his
mother: he says that Diotima cf. According to Plato, Socrates served in the armored infantry â€” known as the
hoplite â€” with shield, long spear and face mask. While he was poor, he quickly acquired a following of rich
young aristocratsâ€”one of whom was Platoâ€”who particularly enjoyed hearing him interrogate those that
were purported to be the wisest and most influential men in the city. Socrates therefore denies the possibility
of akrasia, or weakness of the will. Socrates conducted his philosophical activity by means of question an
answer, and we typically associate with him a method called the elenchus. II, Brutus  In some dialogues e.
What we are left with, instead, is a composite picture assembled from various literary and philosophical
components that give us what we might think of as Socratic themes or motifs. Eudaimonism The Greek word
for happiness is eudaimonia, which signifies not merely feeling a certain way but being a certain way. Crito
47da, Republic I da.


