
OIL SPILLS HOW IT AFFECTS

Oil spills have a number of effects on the environment and economy. On a basic level, oil spill effects will damage
waterways, marine life and plants and animals.

Oil coats fur of otters and seals, leaving them vulnerable to hypothermia. When the birds attempt to preen, or
clean themselves, they ingest the oil, which is toxic. Second, many light oils, such as gasoline and diesel, are
also considered to be toxic. As birds frantically preen their feathers to restore their natural protections, they
often swallow oil, which can severely damage their internal organs and lead to death. This becomes even more
expensive when a location is remote. With all manner of sea life destroyed, the culture could not continue to
flourish and became essentially a welfare community with a very poor economy. Tourism Oil spills can lead
to severe disruption for the tourist industry. Detergents are also beneficial in fighting an oil slick. This natural
variability means it is unlikely that exact pre-spill conditions will be reached. They can kill animals or plants
that they touch, and they also are dangerous to humans who breathe their fumes or get them on their skin.
Many baby animals and birds starve to death, since their parents cannot detect their natural body scent.
Chemical Environmental Effects of Oil Spill When an oil spill occurs, many elements of the environment may
be affected. This can make the entire ecosystem uninhabitable for years. Property values may drop drastically
after an oil spill. From the smallest plankton to the largest whale, all marine life is impacted by an oil spill.
The creatures in a tidal pool are part of the food chain so predators may either get sick from eating toxins in
their prey or can starve from a lack of food. Since oil spills can occur anywhere in the ocean or near land, the
resources needed to repair the situation in a timely manner are generally not located near the site. A company
that is wholly dependent on tourists may still be able to find an alternative source of income. On a basic level,
oil spill effects will damage waterways, marine life and plants and animals on the land. Coral Reefs are
destroyed by many factors, including oil spills. Although the company responsible for the oil spills and their
effects has to clean it up, there is a lot of government help required at this point. Often, they must dive through
a layer of oil to get to the fish they eat. Physical impacts will often persist until the majority of oil has been
removed by clean-up operations. If such plants are responsible for meeting needs on a national scale,
disruptions can be far reaching. The shiny substance that you see sometimes on top layer of water is nothing
but oil which makes it difficult for plants and sea animals to survive. Cleaning up of oil spill is no easy task.
Much like with birds, oil can coat the insulated fur of marine mammals and leave them open to overheating or
hypothermia. Increasing pollution , contamination of industrial chemicals, exploitation of the resources they
provide are also some of the serious threats. In sea or river environments such natural attenuation processes
are faster than those in subsurface environments, on land or in groundwater.


