
WRITING FICTION NOVELS

Looking for advice on writing fiction? Start with these 26 key elements of fiction, understand them all and you're on your
way to stronger fiction writing.

If you get an idea of this now, it will help you shape your story as you move forward. What do you want them
thinking when they go into reading your story? Words are the raw material of our craft. No hopping into the
heads of other characters. If you overhear a conversation, what do you notice about the people? I now think it
should be done only in private, like any other lavatorial activity. This rule doesn't require an explanation.
You've got to stick at it. Your job as a writer is not to make readers imagine things as you see them, but to
trigger the theaters of their minds. So, here goes. You can also think about where this will happen, otherwise
known as the setting. Win the Academy Award, grow drunk on your own power, and make a series of
commercial missteps resulting in your excommunication from the film industry. How do the books begin and
end? No amount of self-inflicted misery, altered states, black pullovers or being publicly obnoxious will ever
add up to your being a writer. What is left often springs into life. She faces death rather than leave Peta behind
and in the Climax, defeats President Snow and wins the Games, returning to the real world of the district at the
end, forever changed. How long it takes you to be happy with every word before you start pitching your
manuscript to the market is how long it should take. In his book , Shawn is bullish on the importance of genre.
Repeat this until you have your first draft. As an example, consider The Hunger Games. For example, when I
visited the Hunterian Museum in London a few years ago, I wrote down the sensation I felt when I looked at
the medical specimens in jars. How do you find these conventions and obligatory scenes in your genre?
Writing fiction is not just about making up whatever story you want. This is flawed advice. Helen Dunmore 1
Finish the day's writing when you still want to continue. Packed with helpful, practical advice, it carries his
blunt tone but nothing offensive. There are rules and conventions to every genre, and before you get too far
into telling your story, decide what the genre is, and therefore, what rules and conventions you are going to
follow.


