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MARXIST HISTORIANS AND THE QUESTION OF CLASS. IN THE In a recent book about Marxist scholarship on the
French Revolution, George shown to be the case that there can be class differences within this supposed "class".

But to the mass of the people, deprived of bread and land, such declarations of abstract "freedom" were worse
than useless. War in Europe now meant revolution. The polemic centers around a very old and fundamental
issue that can be put in the simplest, starkest terms: was the Revolution, on balance, good or bad? He
challenges the ideas about nobility and bourgeoise in Becoming a Revolutionary , a "collective biography" via
letters and diaries of the third estate deputies of  The left has lost its monopoly on that notion, thereby
justifying the historian Francois Furet's observation of several years ago that, after nearly two centuries, ''the
Revolution is over. Inevitably, this has led to a certain disintegration of the traditional pattern of the
Revolution: the Third Estate, for example, has become resolved into its component parts, and wage-earners,
landless peasants, smallholders and independent craftsmen are shown to have had their own distinctive ways
of life and thought, social aims and forms of behaviour; the Revolution may even, as presented by Mathiez
and Lefebvre, appear to resolve itself into a series of successive minor conflagrations. Influenced by Alexis de
Tocqueville and Augustin Cochin, Furet argues that Frenchmen must stop seeing the revolution as the key to
all aspects of modern French history. The Revolution of [he wrote] had been the work of the Nation. The
resulting "rural over-population" meant that by over one million people were officially classed as beggars.
Edgar Quinet â€” â€” Late Romantic anti-Catholic nationalist. Desan concluded he "seemed to emerge the
victor from the bicentennial, both in the media and in historiographic debates. Universal manhood suffrage
was finally conquered. Such economic developments did not take place in a vacuum. Religion, absolute
monarchy, inequality, were all required to give account of themselves before the judgement seat of "Reason",
long before they stood condemned before the revolutionary tribunals. The behaviour of these representatives
was decisively affected by the mood of the masses. From the outset, the French bourgeoisie and its political
representatives strove for a deal with reaction. Like Gorbachev today, his intention was to effect a partial
reform from the top to prevent a revolution from below. Programmes for social and political change put
forward by minorities grew out of such conflict and developed through it. Jean-Francois Fayard, one of the
co-authors of a forthcoming dictionary of the revolution a rival to the Furet-Ozouf volume has written ''La
Justice Revolutionnaire: Chronique de la Terreur'' ''Revolutionary Justice: A Chronicle of the Terror'' ,
examining cases judged between and , the period when the very guarantees enshrined in the Declaration of the
Rights of Man were suspended and the guillotine was used for some 17, executions. For war, at this point, was
rapidly becoming the central issue. True, there were already a few large enterprises, like the Van Robais
textile mills at Abbeville which employed 12, workers or the Mines d'Anzin near the Belgian border with 4,
But these were only the empty forms of a movement the substance of which had already dissolved. They could
only gain support if they reflected the real interest of significant social forces. Furet in the s worked in terms of
the Annales School , which locates the revolution in a "long" history of 19th century revolutionary France.
Barnave went on, in a passage which is remarkable when one remembers this was written half a century before
Marx developed his ideas: One may from a certain point of view consider population, wealth, customs,
knowledge as the elements and the substance which form the social body, and see in the laws and the
government the tissue which contains and envelops them. The Revolution had begun with a Liberalism which
was a passion more than a philosophy, and the first Assembly endeavoured to realise it by diminishing
authority, weakening the executive and decentralising power. But given the concrete development of the
productive forces, these ideal forms could only be filled, in the last analysis, with a capitalist content.


