
EXPLORING THE UNDERLYING CAUSES OF YOUTH CRIME

energy attempting to understand the causes of delinquency. several risk factors often increases a youth's chance factor
paradigm,â€• the basic idea of which is to. â€œidentify the key Criminal justice researchers explore risk factors by
applying.

It also prompted numerous calls for a national moratorium on prison construction Gottschalk, , p. Lacking
adequate scientific evidence of the nature, mechanism, size, and timing of these candidates' moderating
effects, however, this report considers all of them proposed protective factors. The reanalysis of the Jessor data
shows that involvement in family, volunteer, and school club activities other than sports has an insignificant
effect on risk for violence Turbin,  Like commitment to school, a positive social orientation indicates that a
young person has adopted traditional values and norms, a slightly different emphasis than intolerance of
deviance. Supreme Court decisions that extended the rights of defendants, created a ripe opportunity for the
political ascent of the Republican Party in states and localities where the Democratic Party had long been
dominant, notably in the south and the southwest and in the growing suburbs around northern cities. Young
children exposed to violence may have nightmares or be afraid to go to sleep, fear being left alone, or regress
to earlier behavior, such as baby talk or bed-wetting. This legislation established the Office of Law
Enforcement Assistance to award grants and administer other programs aimed at improving and expanding
law enforcement, court administration, and prison operations at the state and local levels. This means that
violent youths who have violent parents are far more likely to have modeled their behavior on their parents'
behavior -- to have learned violent behavior from them -- than simply to have inherited it from them. Several
studies have pointed to monitoring or supervision of activities as a protective factor against delinquency and
antisocial behavior, but this is essentially the opposite of failure to monitor, an adolescent-onset risk factor
with a small effect size. School can give adolescents who face multiple risk factors a place in which to excel
socially and academically. The U. Nonetheless, weak social ties to conventional peers and associating with
antisocial peers both exert small effects in childhood. The responses of politicians, policy makers, and other
public figures to rising crime rates were political choices not determined by the direction in which the crime
rate was moving. Investigators observed that children with exposure to multiple risk factors often escaped
their impact. Easily available drugs add to the risk of violence. Academic failure, family conflict, and
belonging to a gang are additional examples of risk factors not included in any of the meta-analyses. A recent
meta-analysis by Anderson and Bushman in press reports that video game violence has a small average effect
size. Socioeconomic status generally refers to parents' education and occupation as well as their income.
Violence peaks during the second decade of life. For these youths, risk factors for violence emerged in
adolescence Huizinga et al. While not serious in themselves, antisocial behaviors may set the stage for more
serious nonviolent or violent behavior later. Two moderate risk factors emerge in childhood, being male and
aggression. Abusive parenting in general and neglect in particular are predictors of later violence, but they
have very small effect sizes. Family factors lose predictive value relative to peer-oriented risk factors such as
weak social ties to conventional peers, antisocial or delinquent friends, and membership in a gang Table  This
finding is discussed in more detail below, in the section on unexpected findings and effects. The reanalysis of
those original data reveals that this proposed factor has no significant protective effect on risk of violence or
problem behavior. Individual The most powerful early risk factors for violence at age 15 to 18 are
involvement in general offenses and substance use before age 


