
A SURVEY OF THE SALARIES OF ATHLETES

By completing the following questions, you are granting consent for this information to be used as part of a research
exercise I am conducting for my GSW 

The occasional harmless fan grumbling notwithstanding, American sports leagues for the most part have
escaped the major backlash over their income distribution that other institutions have faced, even as the U.
How does your salary stack up? Overnight, the system was transformed in favor of the players. In addition, the
attitude of entitlement some athletes display is hardly the best model for children. As a professional, they also
have to pay for things like: Gear. In , for example, this list of the top paid 25 U. In that landscape, the ability
of sports to attract viewers across all demographic groups has become hugely valuable. A lot less. You have
likely read about the recent domination by the U. They ranged wildly from person to person, given many
factors including where the runner was from â€” runners from the U. A brand wants you to wear their stuff, so
you sign a contract and they outfit you, plus maybe pay you some cash. All of these deals are negotiated by
the athlete or their agent, with varying amounts depending on the deal made. Product endorsements. Medical
treatments. And, finally, in , when pitchers Andy Messersmith and Dave McNally agreed to play a season
without a contract, arbitrator Peter Seitz ruled them free agents â€” able to sell their talents to any team that
wanted them. But the immediacy of sports is such that viewers want to watch games as they happen, which
means that advertisers get much more exposure than they do on other types of shows. Tittle sold insurance in
the summer. Few workforces in the U. Truly, professional athlete salaries are as complicated and as varied as
there are competitors around the globe. On the luxury end of things, these can prove very lucrative.
Professional athletes generally are unapologetic about a lot of it ending up in their stretch-suit pockets. From
climbing shoes to bathing suits. But the competition is stiff. NBA stars Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving have
both been testy with the media this season, complaining about the stress of constant speculation that they
planned to leave their teams, the Golden State Warriors and Boston Celtics, in order to become free agents and
perhaps join forces next season. The television audience has become increasingly compartmentalized thanks to
the advent of more viewing options on cable TV and the internet. Opening up professional sports to the
Olympics is also how you get Dream Teams like the U. Get the Monitor Stories you care about delivered to
your inbox. Familiar questions were asked: Are those hefty paychecks simply the result of the
supply-and-demand forces of capitalism determining what the market will bear? Think Wheaties boxes,
automobiles and sports drinks.


