
SENATOR STEPHEN DOUGLAS ATTEMPTS AT SECURING A BID FOR

THE PRESIDENCY

In a word essay, explain Senator Stephen Douglas' attempts at securing a bid for the Presidency. Be sure to include
specific examples, as well as.

Hunter of Virginia and James Guthrie of Kentucky. The Kansas-Nebraska Act would appeal to southerners,
thus improving his chance of election in the presidential race. This question is not only simple; it is
deceptively simple. Senate history: the Compromise of , which brought together Senate luminaries on the eve
o For Lincoln designed it to throw Douglas upon the horns of a dilemma, thanks to a Supreme Court decision
issued the previous year. He would live to see the failure of his efforts, but only just. Douglas, seeking to kill
two birds with one stone, devised a new compromise: the South would accept the Chicago route for the
railroad, and in return, the old Missouri Compromise line would be repealed. But he knew that Douglas was a
canny politician too, and if left to his own devices would frame his support for the bill in some way which did
not make him seem objectively pro-slavery. And he tried, several times, to use that position â€” and the
considerable rhetorical and organizational talents that had gotten him there â€” to defuse that crisis. They are
as opposite as God and mammon; and whoever holds to the one, must despise the other. The following year
Douglas engaged in a number of widely publicized debates with Lincoln in a close contest for the Senate seat
in Illinois, and, although Lincoln won the popular vote, Douglas was elected 54 to 46 by the legislature. In
doing so, the country would be repealing the Missouri Compromise. Convention rules required a candidate to
win two-thirds of the delegates in order to secure the nomination, and as the ballots were cast, it became clear
that despite the support of most Northern delegates Southern dissatisfaction with Douglas was great enough to
prevent him from reaching that level of support. The Supreme Court struck indirectly at popular sovereignty in
the Dred Scott decision , which held that neither the Congress nor territorial legislatures could prohibit slavery
in a territory. As chairman of the Committee on Territories, he was particularly prominent in the bitter debates
between North and South on the extension of slavery westward. Abandoning the Freeport Doctrine and
supporting a national slave code might win him Southern delegates, but it would at the same time alienate
Northern ones â€” the very people he had devised the Freeport Doctrine to appease. He adopted Jackson as his
personal hero. I will incorporate it into my bill, though I know it will raise a hell of a storm. He was influential
in the passage of the Compromise of which tried to maintain a congressional balance between free and slave
states , and the organization of the Utah and New Mexico territories under popular sovereignty was a victory
for his doctrine. But the hardest of the hard-core â€” the fire-eaters â€” could not. House of Representatives;
one of its youngest members, Douglas gained early prominence as a dedicated worker and gifted speaker. In
the landmark case of Dred Scott v. The proposal advocated popular sovereignty, which meant letting people in
a specific area decide the fate of slavery. All rights reserved. Thrust into an age of crisis, he fought throughout
his career to erect castles of the mind strong enough for a nation to take shelter in, only to discover that to
build a castle of the mind is not enough. He was an ardent expansionist, advocating the annexation of Cuba
and the entirety of the Oregon Territory. Four years later, he incorporated the doctrine in the Kansas- Nebraska
Act, thus repealing the Missouri Compromise of  Stephen Douglas, the politician who was too smart for his
own good Posted on March 6, With the administration of George W. Those police regulations can only be
established by the local legislature; and if the people are opposed to slavery, they will elect representatives to
that body who will by unfriendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of it into their midst. Douglas
then urged the South to acquiesce in the results of the election. So Lincoln set out to build a trap for him â€” a
rhetorical snare into which Douglas could be enticed to step without realizing until it was too late what he had
done. Douglas left New England at the age of 20 to settle in Jacksonville , Illinois, where he quickly rose to a
position of leadership in the Illinois Democratic Party. He was a supporter of the Mexican War. Speech in the
U. With the exception of the famed Lincoln-Douglas debates, Douglas is best known for his work on the
Kansas-Nebraska Act. At the town of Freeport, Illinois, on August 27, , Lincoln sprang his trap. And with the
Southern delegates in his pocket, Douglas would have more than enough to win the nomination. Although
Congress passed the act, it was a huge upset to northerners. Facts Matter.


