
NO CHILD NILAJA SUN

Nilaja Sun in No Child Nilaja Sun (born Nilaja Sun Gordon) is an actress, playwright, and a teaching artist from the As of
, Sun has performed No Child times worldwide. The play's title alludes to President George W. Bush's No.

Every one of the student characters in No Child. Lincoln, , definitiontheatre. It takes a minute to realize that
he's quoting a line from the play they're studying. In the play Ms. Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen, Colorado.
But as Sun's quietly wise narrator, the school's longtime janitor, admonishes us early on: "Hush! Sun's
overarching story is also very familiar: an eager new teacher comes to a difficult, urban school where she faces
an unruly classroom of urban youth who are angry, resentful, delinquent, emotionally wounded, or
underappreciatedâ€”in short, left behind. Sun's characters are quickly drawn, perfect for a solo performer
making a quick changes, but they lack depth. Over the 80 minutes we spend with her and her vividly realized
characters, we stop seeing them as "overwhelmed teachers" or "troubled students" and get to know them more
simply: Miss Tam, Shondrika, Chris, Jerome. Those metal detectors, for instance - she doesn't lecture us about
them; she just makes us reflect, offhandedly at first but unavoidably, on how strange it is that we have made
our schools look so much like prisons. No Child accurately illustrates students, teachers and communities
imprisoned by a corrupted public school system. And by teaching her students that line, she has taught them -
and us - its truth. Louise Kennedy can be reached at kennedy globe. The choice is ironic. In her
award-winning one-woman show "No Child"â€”which will be staged at Bard's Sosnoff Theater October 4
through 6â€”Sun seamlessly embodies the usual suspects of an inner-city public high school: class
rabble-rousers, idealistic teachers, sage janitors. The readers are introduced to Ms. Partly we learn because Sun
doesn't shove her lessons down our throats. But it is saved, gloriously, by Sun's virtuosic performance, by her
deep empathy, and by her intelligent, clear-eyed, and sometimes painfully funny take on the absurdly
dysfunctional state of public education. The janitor sees not only the children who are raising themselves
while their single mothers work three jobs and the teachers who fear their own pupils but also the failing
infrastructure that surrounds them: holes in the ceilings, bathrooms that have not been functional for years, the
steady stream of faculty, staff, and students who leave the school abruptly and do not return. As the students in
the classroom begin to relate to the script, they list the many ways in which they feel like they are treated like
prisoners in their daily lives.


