
BIOGRAPHY ON HORACE MANN

Horace Mann was an American politician and education reformer, best known for promoting universal public education
and teacher training in "normal schools." Born in in Massachusetts, Horace Mann practiced law before serving in the
state Legislature and Senate. Named secretary.

Mary's sister, Sophia, had wed Nathaniel Hawthorne there a few months earlier. Boston: Little, Brown. Mann
also liked the German kindergarten idea that his confidant, Mary Peabody, espoused. A half year at Barrett
School fitted Mann for admission to the sophomore class at Brown University , where penury remained a
constant problem for Mann. But here it stops, not because it claims to have compassed all truth; but because it
disclaims to act as an umpire between hostile religious opinions. He now enthusiastically entered the slavery
debate, opposing the extension of slavery into the territories. Mann also employed the first female faculty
member to be paid on an equal basis with her male colleagues, Rebecca Pennell , his niece. Carter of Boston,
and he published in the Outline for an Institute for the Education of Teachers. Boston: Lee and Shepard. While
touring the University of Berlin , Horace learned that Alexander von Humboldt had implemented a state
certification process and written examinations for teachers. Mann argued that all citizens, regardless of race or
economic status, should have equal access to a tuition-free, tax-supported public school system. A preparatory
school was added to accept the less qualified and was open to all no matter what race or gender. His stand
generated such hostility that he declined to run in the election and, instead, unsuccessfully campaigned for the
governorship as a Free Soil candidate. Horace Mann, A Biography,  Such a system must be responsive to all
races and nonsectarian if society is to achieve the unshackled status of a true democracy. The importance of
the final principle prompted the development of "normal schools" to train teachers to follow Mann's
guidelines. But it is best to interfere. He settled in Dedham , Massachusetts, and there his legal acumen and
oratorical skill soon won him a seat in the state House of Representatives, where he served from to  At the age
of 20, he enrolled at Brown University and graduated in three years [7] as valedictorian  Instilling values such
as obedience to authority, promptness in attendance, and organizing the time according to bell ringing helped
students prepare for future employment. Mann turned his attention to the idea of publicly funded universities.
Congress[ edit ] In the spring of he was elected to the United States Congress as a Whig to fill the vacancy
caused by the death of John Quincy Adams. Leadership of Antioch College and last years[ edit ] Original
daguerreotype of Rep. Once more, he pleaded for a statewide system of tuition-free education that would, he
claimed, break down the troubling hierarchy of class in American society. Horace Mann was born in Franklin,
Mass. His oration, entitled "The Gradual Advancement of the Human Species in Dignity and Happiness,"
linked the success of the American political experiment directly to the development of its educational system.
Mann's commitment to the Common School sprang from his belief that political stability and social harmony
depended on education: a basic level of literacy and the inculcation of common public ideals. The fight for the
publicly funded university would be someone else's battle as Mann had developed a form of debilitating
cancer. Mann's father died in  The curriculum and methodology had all been Mann's development, and it was a
creditable program. Of his early schooling, Mann recalled, "Of all our faculties, the memory for words was the
only one specially appealed to. Horace realized that this is what he must do in Massachusetts to eliminate the
problem of incompetent teachers. His personal journal records, "I have faith in the improvability of the race, in
their accelerating improvabilityâ€¦. Citation Information. He observed, "A republican form of government,
without intelligence in the people, must be, on a vast scale, what a mad-house, without superintendent or
keepers, would be on a small one. Antioch was a sectarian foundation and chapel attendance was not
compulsory. New York : Knopf. The Mann contribution, state government sponsored education unfettered by
sectarian control, made possible a democratic society rather than a government by elites.


