
SLAVERY AND DAILY LIFE

Slave life varied greatly depending on many factors. Life on the fields meant working sunup to sundown six days a week
and having food sometimes not suitable.

Different crops, different requirements Wherever we look, slavery and plantations went hand in hand. Just as
the enslaved valued their own beliefs, so were those beliefs distrusted and feared by owners and colonial
powers right across the Americas. African Muslims were a distinct minority, and well into the eighteenth
century most slaves had never heard of Jesus. Even in New England, Africa's presence in the development of
late-eighteenth-century slave culture is noticeable in the mimicry of African royalty during the election of
southern New England's slave governors. They sometimes were able to travel with the owner's family. Our
feet and legs, from standing in the salt water for so many hours, soon became full of dreadful boilsâ€¦
afflicting the sufferers with great torment. All slaves and their offspring were put to work â€” youngsters
would begin carrying water at the age of 5 or 6 years. I recommend that interested readers peruse it
themselves. Whatever the crop, labouring life was dictated by the cycles of the agricultural year. Most
noticeably, the mixed economies of societies with slaves such as those of the middle colonies and New
England rapidly gave way to free labor after the American Revolution. Like language, slaves' choice of
religion was also a major component of their identity and helped determine their degree of acculturation. The
latter's purpose was to extract the best return from both labour and land. By , perhaps , Africans had been
shipped from West Africa as slaves. Life on the fields meant working sunup to sundown six days a week and
having food sometimes not suitable for an animal to eat. But sugar plantations really took off in Brazil under
the Portuguese and Dutch, the cane initially being transplanted from Madeira in the s. For these slave converts,
a deep African worldview fundamentally influenced their synthesized version of Christianity. In others they
were denied the right to own property. Overseers might be assigned to monitor the work. Marriages between
slaves were not considered legally binding. American independence represented both a birth of freedom and
an extension of slavery. Generally speaking, the work, culture, and treatment of slaves varied according to
geographic location and historical progression. Some urban merchants and artisans employed slave labor in
their shops. Whenever someone ran away it was often to someone a relative, a lover rather than away from
their plantation. This combination was rarely successful in sugar: Europeans disliked the work and the
indigenous peoples refused to do it. Whether producing tobacco in the Chesapeake region of Virginia and
Maryland, rice in the swampy low country of South Carolina or Georgia, or cotton in the emergent Deep
South, most slaves from both the Plantation and Revolutionary Generations worked in a gang system of labor
that demanded participation irrespective of gender or physical maturity to produce staple cash crops for sale in
a global market. Moreover, these beliefs gave them strength in the hostile world of plantation slavery, offering
them a world that was safe from, and secure against, the power and intrusion of slave owners who did their
best to outlaw and prevent such practices. The sugar produced, shipped north to Europe, stimulated the
European taste and demand for ever more sugar. The difference between the overseer and the driver was
simple: drivers were slaves themselves. Resistance Many planters regarded slave religion as a form of
resistance: a vehicle through which slaves could defy their masters' wishes. But plantation slavery did not
function simply because of threats or violence. Although Enlightenment ideology and a changing economy
effectively smashed slavery in the North, the removal of British limitations on trans-Appalachian settlement
allowed chattel slavery to spread well beyond the eastern seaboard. Whereas slavery in the lowcountry
Carolinas , Chesapeake and Northern colonies tended to migrate from cities to the countryside, becoming
more agricultural in focus, in the lower Mississippi Valley, the trajectory was the reverse.


