
TWO DIFFERENT MAJOR FORMS OF GOVERNMENT DURING THE

ANCIENT GREECE

Our knowledge of the political systems in the ancient Greek world comes from Other sources which discuss politics and
government include which acted as a kind of executive committee of the assembly. Although Sparta also possessed a
citizen assembly, it is most famous for its system of two kings.

The assembly would decide on new laws and important decisions, like whether or not to go to war. The boule
was a group of men, 50 from each of ten Athenian tribes, who served on the Council for one year. Hence,
Ancient Greece had types of government which varied in each major Greek settlement. All citizens were
eligible for the position, and indeed there may well have been a certain expectation that the honourable citizen
would play his active part in civic life. While Greece also had slaves, the economy of Rome was dependent on
slave labor from the expansion until the late Empire. If citizens did not care for a politician, when they voted,
they wrote on a clay tablet which person they wanted to leave Athens. With much experimentation, there were
developments and constant change in the forms of government. Unlike the ekklesia, the boule met every day
and did most of the hands-on work of governance. Visit Website Ostracism, in which a citizen could be
expelled from Athens for 10 years, was among the powers of the ekklesia. This feeling was especially
evidenced in the demonizing of the Persian kings Darius and Xerxes , the tyrants par excellence. Types of
Government There were three main types of government: Democracy - A government ruled by the people, or
assembly. For the Greeks or more particularly the Athenians any system which excluded power from the
whole citizen-body and was not a tyranny or monarchy was described as an oligarchy. Athens was also the
most famous city-state. Megara and Thebes were other states which had an oligarchic system. It supervised
government workers and was in charge of things like navy ships triremes and army horses. A city-state was a
state made up of many separate cities. The Assembly included all citizens who showed up to vote. Tyrants
seized power and generally maintained their position by means of mercenaries or soldiers from another polis.
Democracy Didn't Just Mean Everyone Votes The modern world looks at democracy as a matter of electing
men and women in theory our equals, but in practice already powerful people or those we look up to by
voting, perhaps once a year or four. Over time some city-states, like Athens would change governments. In
Athens, the board of ten elected generals, known as the strategoi, could influence the agenda of the assembly
and so prioritise their own causes.


