
AN ANALYSIS OF THE TOPIC OF THE INFLUENCE OF THE HUNS AND

THE KING ATTILA

The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Attila - edited by Michael Maas September To understand the effects of this
Hunnic century upon barbarian Europe, it is . The Huns' first impact upon barbarian Europe is one dimension of the
subject . Zone 2 kings of the later Roman period maintained specialist warrior.

When Valentinian discovered the plan, only the influence of his mother Galla Placidia convinced him to exile
Honoria, rather than killing her. With his death, the two brothers focused on consolidating the Hun Empire,
which stretched across much of central Europe. Though Honoria may not have intended a proposal of
marriage, Attila chose to interpret her message as such. Priscus also recounts his meeting with an eastern
Roman captive who had so fully assimilated into the Huns' way of life that he had no desire to return to his
former country, and the Byzantine historian's description of Attila's humility and simplicity is unambiguous in
its admiration. Appearance and character Figure of Attila in a museum in Hungary. In everything else, too, he
showed himself temperate; his cup was of wood, while to the guests were given goblets of gold and silver.
Attila was not finished with the Eastern Roman Empire. According to legend, a river was then diverted, Attila
buried in the river's bed, and the waters then released to flow over it covering the spot. A lull followedin and
during this time Theodosius recalled his troops from Sicily and ordered a large new issue of coins to finance
operations against the Huns. However, Valentinian's sister was Honoria , who had sent the Hunnish king a
plea for helpâ€”and her engagement ringâ€”in order to escape her forced betrothal to a Roman senator in the
spring of  Although Attila is almost always represented as a vicious warrior on horseback, slaughtering the
multitudes, he was actually a more complex individual, as the Roman writer Priscus, who actually met and
dined with Attila, presents him. The Mesopotamian king Gilgamesh was also said to have been buried beneath
a river, the Euphrates River, and this was long considered a myth. The Huns insisted, Aspar could not comply,
and negotiations reached a stalemate. They are traditionally linked to sha-  Gibbon chap. But in , lying in a
drunken stupor, Attila suffered a nose bleed. Kelly notes that she was an ambitious woman whom the emperor
was trying to marry to an unambitious man who would keep her away from the western Roman capital at
Ravenna. Attila took Trier and Metz without opposition, massacred the citizens, and then rode on, destroying
everything in his path. A popular, but ultimately unconfirmed attempt tries to relate Attila to Charlemagne see
Attila the Hun to Charlemagne. Attila also interfered in a succession struggle after the death of a Frankish
ruler. Priscus reports that superstitious fear of the fate of Alaricâ€”who died shortly after sacking Rome in
â€”gave him pause. I say half-raw, because they give it a kind of cooking by placing it between their own
thighs and the backs of their horses. In he was met on the Plains of Chalons by the allied Romans under Actius
and the Visigoths under Theodoric and Thorismond, who overcame the Huns and averted the peril that
menaced Western civilization. The entire army fell into intense grief over the loss of their leader. I propose
that these few decades of Roman, Gallo-Roman and Byzantine art European history became decisive for the
Norwegian Archaeological Review nar Art, Myth, and Ritual. Thus, in opposition to the into social time and
collective memory and indivisible person we might rather operate thus became the foundation for a change in
with an Old Norse dividual nature of 5 the medium-term of structural history, and personhood where each
individual is identi- 55 the long-term of geographical time of the fied as a series of parts Fowler 24ff.
Moreland, J. Lahn,  Sorte Muld. It may have been looted at some point in antiquity, in which case it may never
be found. National pride, too, came in time to invest the person of Attila with a halo of fiction. This can only
be central and northern Europe begin with the explained by foreign influence, and here the dramatic historical
events of the late fourth 40 Huns are for several reasons the obvious and early fifth centuries when the Huns
held 90 candidates. Attila's many children and relatives are known by name and some even by deeds, but soon
valid genealogical sources all but dry up and there seems to be no verifiable way to trace Attila's descendants.
The remnants of Attila's Huns regrouped in south-eastern Europe, ruling over the Slavs of that region. Only
archaeology can how- Hugr, hamingja and fylgjur, which are central ever provide the evidence to support or
reject Old Norse concepts, confirm this perception this hypothesis. A constant feature of the diplomatic
relations he maintained with both the Eastern and the Western portions of the Roman Empire was that any
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dissident Huns found in their territories should be returned to him. To , Pohl  The Treaty of Margus expanded
on Aetius' treaty: the Romans promised to return all Hun refugees who had fled into Roman territories, would
not enter into pacts or treaties with enemies of the Huns, would establish fair trading rights and, of course,
would "make an annual payment of seven hundred pounds of gold directly to Attila and Bleda" Kelly,  He
could neither read nor write, but this did not detract from his intelligence.


